Shabbos Stories for

Parshas korach 5778
Volume 9, Issue 40     3 Tammuz 5778/ June 16, 2018
Printed L’illuy nishmas Nechama bas R’ Noach, a”h

For a free subscription, please forward your request to keren18@juno.com
A Tale to Remember
K’das Kaiser 
Wilhelm the Great
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Rav Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenberg, zt”l, the Rav of Konigsberg in Germany, was a Talmid of Rav Akiva Eiger, zt”l, and the author of the Sefer HaK’sav V’Hakabalah on Chumash. Rav Yaakov Tzvi was once invited to officiate at the wedding of a girl from a non-frum home. 

He told this family that their daughter must agree to follow the requirements necessary for a Bas Yisroel to prepare for her wedding, but the girl refused, and because of this Rav Yaakov Tzvi refused to officiate at the wedding. 

This family was very well connected to people in the government, and when the government officials put some pressure on Rav Yaakov Tzvi, he realized that he was being forced to officiate, and he finally relented. 

At the wedding, Rav Yaakov Tzvi stood under the Chupah and said to the Choson for him to repeat precisely the words he was about to say, and say them to the Kallah. 

He said, “Harei at Mikudeshes Li, you are married to me”, and the Choson said the words. Then Rav Yaakov Tzvi continued, but instead of saying, “K’das Moshe V’Yisroel, according to the laws of Moshe and Yisroel”, Rav Yaakov Tzvi said, “K’das Kaiser Wilhelm the Great!” 

There was an immediate uproar when he said these words, and the parents demanded that he explain why he did not say “K’das Moshe V’Yisroel.” 

Rav Yaakov Tzvi calmly explained that this wedding was not “K’das Moshe V’Yisroel”, since according to Toras Moshe, a Kallah must prepare herself in the Jewish way. He said, “This wedding and even my presence here was purely due to the insistence of the Kaiser, so I made sure to use the correct and appropriate words, and attributed the wording to the Kaiser, because they in fact belong to him!” 

They tried to persuade him to proceed with the ceremony, but Rav Yaakov Tzvi refused. Without any other options, the wedding was cancelled and rescheduled for a later date, when the Kallah had agreed to make all the proper preparations. And at the Chupah, Rav Yaakov Tzvi proudly officiated and said the words, “K’das Moshe V’Yisroel!”
Reprinted from the Parshas Nasso 5778 email of Torah U’Tefilah: A Collection of Inspiring Insights compiled by Rabbi Yehuda Winzelberg.

The Rabbi’s Blessing

And the Horse Races


On a very windy day, a rabbi was walking along when a strong gust of wind blew his hat off his head. The rabbi ran after the hat, but the wind was too strong. It kept blowing his hat farther and farther away.


A non-Jewish young man, seeing what had happened, ran after the hat, caught it and gave it back to the rabbi. The rabbi was so grateful that he gave the young man 20 dollars and blessed him.


The young man was so excited that he decided to go the race track and with the rabbi's blessing, he decided to check the program and place the entire 20 dollars on a horse. After the races he went home and recounted his very exciting day to his father.


"I arrived at the fifth race and looked at the program. I saw this horse named 'Top Hat' was running. The odds on this horse were 100 to 1 but since I received the rabbi's blessing I bet the entire 20 dollars on 'Top Hat' and guess what? He won!"
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"In the next race, there was a horse named 'Stetson' at 30 to 1 so I bet the entire amount of my winnings on him, and guess what ... I won again!"


"So did you bring the money home?" asked his father.


"No," said the son, "I lost it all on the last race. There was a horse named 'Chateau' that was a heavy favorite so I bet everything on him, and since 'Chateau' means 'hat' in French I figured he was a sure thing."


"You fool!" said the father. "Hat in French is 'chapeau' not 'chateau!'" Exasperated, his father then asked, "So who won the race?"


"A real long shot," said the son. "Some Japanese horse named 'Yarmulke'!"

Reprinted from an email from a Meir Ober, a loyal reader of the Shabbos Stories for many years.

Meet the World’s Only Hasidic Bagpipe Player

By Jenny Powers
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Not every bagpipe-playing altar boy considering joining the priesthood grows up to be a Hasidic Jew — but Ian Sherman did.


Ian, known today in many circles by his Hebrew name Ephraim Eliyahu, was born to a Scottish Catholic mother and an Eastern European Jewish father, and was raised in Goshen, New York.


Brought up Catholic, Sherman was christened and baptized at an early age, later serving as an altar boy. His mother’s older sister was a nun, which always fascinated him as a child.


In third grade, Sherman’s parents enrolled him in a Catholic school.


It was two years later when he heard about a local place offering bagpipe lessons and signed up.


By the time he was a teen, he played well enough to be invited to perform at weddings and funerals. Around the same time, he considered enrolling in Dom Bosco, a prep school that funneled boys into the seminary and priesthood, but decided against it in the end — instead planning to go to Hunter College for a nursing degree. “I was only at Hunter to get a nursing degree because firefighters need a second job to make ends meet, and carpentry wasn’t my thing,” he says now.


Though carpentry may not have been his thing, when his friend Larry invited him to help build a sukkah at the local Chabad House, he agreed.


It was there he met Rabbi Dov Yonah Korn and his wife Sarah, who would later become his mentors.


“Over time it was clear to me that Orthodox Judaism was where I belonged in the world,” Sherman says, adding, “Before I had a lot of questions, there seemed to be a lot of holes and things didn’t make sense. Judaism washed all those questions away for me. Finally, I could take the spiritual and make it practical in my everyday life. I now had the mystical along with the theoretical.”


After a heart-to-heart conversation with his concerned mother and getting her blessing, Sherman took on a series of time-consuming and laborious studies for eighteen months. In 2006, two days before Chanukah, he became an Orthodox Jew.


Many things in Sherman’s life have changed since his conversion. For instance, as he became more observant and grew out his beard, he had to give up his volunteer firefighter position and his dream of joining the FDNY because he says his full beard precludes him from wearing the breathing mask of a firefighter because it cannot seal around his face. Nursing has become his passion now.


While life may have taken an unexpected turn in the religion department, Sherman is not alone. His wife of nine years, Tara was born into an Irish Catholic family and like Sherman, became drawn to Judaism in college and decided to convert.


One thing that hasn’t changed though is his love of music and playing the bagpipes. Sherman says he “still plays mostly traditional Scottish tunes, as Jewish music doesn’t usually fit in the bagpipes very narrow nine note range.”


While it may seem unusual to see a Hasidic Jewish man in a kilt playing the bagpipes, Sherman is quick to tell you he’s not the only member of the tribe to do so, referencing another one of his mentors Rabbi Avraham Bloomensteil of Dallas, Texas along with a few others he’s heard of which include a husband and wife duo, a man informally known as “the Crown Heights bagpiper” and even a guy he says plays competitively.


This past week, Sherman took on two distinct roles at the Class of 2018 Hunter College Graduation ceremony. He was a proud graduate, having now earned a Nurse Practitioner Masters and Doctorate of Nursing Practice, and he was also a performer, playing a tune called “The Rowan Tree” on his bagpipes for the crowd of nearly two thousand graduates and their guests at Radio City Music Hall.


Between his studies, nursing career, a wife and three year old son and another child on the way, there’s not much time to practice the bagpipes. “Even if I did have the time, I don’t think my neighbors would particularly appreciate it,” he said. “But it’s like riding a bike. I just dust off the cobwebs, pick it up and get back on it.”

Reprinted from the June 6, 2018 email of The Forward. (Unfortunately I wasn’t able to find a photo of Mr. Sherman playing the bagpipe.)
The Unpleasant Boss

Lashon Harah is a terrible sin and has many negative ramifications but if we can control ourselves, we will be rewarded by our fellow man and more importantly by Hashem! As an example, Rabbi [Yaakov Yisrael] Lugassi told the story of a man whose boss once asked him to provide some information about his coworker.


The man refused, noting that it is forbidden for him to speak lashon ha’ra about other people. The boss was enraged, and made threats against the man. Still, the man did not budge. Over the next two months, the boss made this man’s life in the office intolerable.


He was considering quitting his job, until one day the boss came into the office with a big smile, and came over to the man and put his arm around him. “From now on,” the boss said, “we are friends. I am depending on you and I am going to raise your status here in the company.”

The man asked the boss why he’d suddenly changed his attitude towards him.


“I will need to travel a lot for the company,” the boss said, “and I need somebody here whom I can trust. I will need to call often to check in on things here in the office, and I am worried about trusting people with important information.  You, however, are trustworthy. You know how to keep your mouth shut, no matter what people do to you. You’re the perfect man for the job.” From that day on, the man was extremely happy at work.
Reprinted from the Parshas Shelach 5778 email of Rabbi Amram Sananes as written by Jack Rahmey.

Hillel the Elder

By Mendel Adelman
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Hillel the Elder (Hillel Hazaken) is one of the most influential rabbis in Jewish history. He was the head of a school, the House of Hillel, that eventually became the primary academy for Torah study prior to the destruction of the Second Temple. His title, the Elder, differentiated him from the later Hillels, including his descendant, Hillel Hakatan (“the Small”). He is the ancestor of Judah the Prince, who compiled the Mishnah. To this day, his teachings and lessons are integral to Jewish perspective and practice.

Hillel’s Early Life

Hillel the Elder was born around the year 110 BCE1 in Babylon2. His only recorded sibling is his brother, Shevna. At the age of forty, his intense desire to study more Torah led him toJerusalem to study under Shemaya and Avtalyon, who were then leaders of the Jewish world.

Hillel’s Desire to Study

Hillel was very poor in his younger days, and the expense of traveling to Israel caused his financial state to worsen even more. He would earn only half a dinar for an entire day’s work, some of which he spent to gain admittance into the study hall. The entrance fee was one quarter of a dinar, leaving him with a daily allowance of one quarter of a dinar to live on. Yet, even in such poverty, Hillel the Elder never considered using the money on anything other than the study of Torah.


One Friday, he found no work. Unable to pay the entrance fee, he was denied admittance into the study hall of Shemaya and Avtalyon. Hillel was so determined to continue learning that he climbed on to the roof and listened to the lecture through a skylight.


It was the depths of winter, and snow began to fall. Hillel remained on the roof all night, and was buried in snow. The next morning, Shemaya realized that there was a figure blocking the sunlight. The students retrieved him from the roof, and even though it was Shabbat, lit a fire to warm him. Although it is forbidden to light a flame on Shabbat, one is commanded to do so in the case of saving a life; in fact, it was counted as a merit for the men who rescued Hillel, the very sage who continues to exemplify devotion to Torah study.3

Hillel’s brother, Shevna, was a successful businessman. One day, he approached Hillel with a proposition. Shevna would support Hillel, and Hillel would share half his merit of Torah study with his brother. Hillel the Elder categorically refused, adamant4 that his Torah study was worth far beyond any material goods that Shevna could offer.5
The School of Hillel

One day, a heated and important debate arose among the Bnei Beteira6 about the proper method of sacrificing the Passover offering on Shabbat. Unable to resolve the issue, and desperately needing a conclusive answer, the rabbis turned to Hillel the Elder. Using exacting logic and proofs, Hillel the Elder settled the question that had stumped the greatest of minds. After such a display of Torah prowess, Hillel was appointed the leader of Jewry,7 a position he held for forty years (approximately one hundred years before the destruction of the Second Temple8).


Hillel taught eighty students, each of whom became a great rabbi. Thirty of them were so great that they were worthy to have the sun stand still for them, as it did with Joshua. Another thirty were said to be worthy of prophetic vision on the level of Moses. The final twenty were on an intermediate level. Included among his students were Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai and Yonatan ben Uziel.9

Hillel established a school of thought that attracted many students and became the center of Torah study in his time. His school lasted for many years after his passing and proved to be one of the most influential academies of all times, ruling on every area of Jewish law. His institution found itself in opposition to the other academy of the time, which was formed by Hillel’s colleague, Shammai.


The two schools, called Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai, debated many topics in Jewish law, with the halachah usually being resolved in favor of the School of Hillel. Hillel was a man of kindness, and he passed that characteristic on to his students. Beit Hillel, therefore, generally took a more compassionate approach.

Hillel: A Man of Kindness

Hillel’s tolerance and understanding personality were renowned. One Friday afternoon, as Hillel the Elder was busily preparing for Shabbat, a man came to his door and demanded to speak with him. Hillel calmly dressed himself in proper attire and went to speak with his visitor to find out what was so urgent. The man related a question: Why were Babylonians’ heads unusually round? This was a dig at the Babylonian-born Hillel. Without missing a beat, Hillel answered that the unusual shape of their heads was due to improper care by midwives.


The man left, seemingly satisfied. A few minutes later, though, he was back, once again with an all-important query. This time he wanted to know about the squinted eyes of the residents of Tadmur. Hillel answered him and he left. This cycle repeated itself again, with the man asking about the wide feet ascribed to the people of Africa.


After the third question and another even-keeled response from Hillel, the man became very upset. He told Hillel that he had bet his friend four hundred zuz that he could get Hillel the Elder upset. Now, he would lose four hundred zuz! Hillel smiled and said, “Better you lose four hundred zuz than I get upset.”10

Beyond his masterful self-control, Hillel was also exceptionally holy. A heavenly voice once pronounced that Hillel the Elder had merited to have been a prophet; however, the shortcomings of his generation prevented that from happening.11
Hillel and the Convert

Hillel the Elder is most famous for his tolerant and welcoming persona. This character trait is exemplified by the following story:


A non-Jew once came before Shammai with a curious demand. He wanted Shammai to teach him the entire Torah while the non-Jew stood on one foot. Knowing the impossibility of such a thing, Shammai rejected him. The questioner then took his request to Hillel the Elder. Hillel gently told him, “That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. That is the entire Torah, and the rest is its commentary. Now go and study.”12
Teachings of Hillel

Hillel also championed empathy, saying: “Do not judge your friend until you have stood in his place.”13

We evoke Hillel every year at the Pesach Seder, when we eat the matzah and marror sandwich, reflecting Hillel’s practice to wrap the Passover lamb, matzah and bitter herbs and eat them alltogether.14

Hillel was once walking by a river and saw a floating skull. Recognizing that it belonged to a murderer, he turned to it and said: “You drowned because you drowned others, and those who drowned will eventually drown.15”

Hillel on Health

Hillel was once walking down the street with his students when he changed directions and began walking towards the bath house. When his students asked him where he was headed, he responded, “To fulfill a commandment from G‑d! I am going to take a bath.”


Seeing their confusion, Hillel the Elder said, “If statues of kings that are made in the likeness of a mortal of flesh and blood require cleaning and polishing, how much more so our bodies, which were created in the likeness of G‑d.”16

Hillel would constantly emphasize the importance of taking care of one’s physical health, even going so far as to comparing his soul to a guest inside his own body. Just as one must prepare the room properly, with all its amenities, for an honored guest, so too must a person take care that one’s body is a worthy space for the soul.17
The Pruzbul

Perhaps the most influential enactment of Hillel was that of the pruzbul. Individuals resisted lending because a Shemmitah cancels debts; in turn, this had a negative impact on the economy. Hillel established a system whereby creditors could assign their debt to the court, making it into a public debt that is unaffected by Shemmitah.18

The pruzbul was widely accepted, and is still in use today.

Hillel’s Passing and Legacy

Hillel the Elder passed away around the year 8 CE. At his funeral, he was eulogized as a “pious, humble and righteous man, and student of Ezra the Scribe.”19Hillel began an illustrious line of descendants, including Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Judah the Prince, author of the Mishnah. His teachings and lessons have become ingrained in Jewish culture, making a permanent mark on the ethos of Judaism today.

FOOTNOTES

1. Based on Sifrei Deuteronomy 357.

2. As implied by the multiple references to him as Hillel the Babylonian. See Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 20a.

3. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 35b.

4. Based on a Divine voice citing the verse: “If a man would give all the fortune of his house for love, he would utterly be condemned” (Song of Songs 8:7).

5. Talmud Bavli, Sotah 21a.

6. The Sons of Beteira, who at the time were the heads of the main study hall in Jerusalem.

7. Talmud Bavli, Pesachim 66a.

8. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 15a.

9. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 28a.

10. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 31a.

11. Talmud Bavli, Sotah 48b.

12. Talmud Bavli Shabbat 31a. See Tosafot ad. Loc.who explain that although a convert must commit to unconditionally observe all 613 commandments and the entire body of Jewish law, Hillel recognized the sincerity of that potential convert and knew that he would indeed commit to observing all the mitzvot.

13. Pirkei Avot 2:4.

14. Talmud Bavli, Zevachim 79a.

15. Pirkei Avot 2:6.

16. Genesis 9:6.

17. Vayikra Rabbah 34:3.

18. Talmud Bavli, Gittin 36a.

19. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 11a.

Reprinted from the Parshat Shelach 5778 email of Chabad.Org Magazine.
Weekly Chasidic Story #1069

An Expensive Mitzvah Repair

From the desk of Yerachmiel Tilles

editor@ascentofsafed.com

Reb Meir Refoel's was a respected community leader in Vilna until he became a chasid of Rabbi Shneur Zalman, the first Chabad Rebbe.


Once, during a business trip, he noticed that some of his tzitzis strings had torn and become invalid. He immediately removed his four-cornered garment and told his driver to stop, so as not to move four amos (1.92meters - a bit more than 6feet) without tzitzis. He even insisted on waiting at the side of the road for several hours in the hope of encountering a passerby who would happen to be carrying tzitzis strings. 


As it was getting dark outside they saw someone in the distance. Reb Meir called out to the man but he did not reply. He called louder until he was shouting, and finally the man turned towards him. 


"Do you have any tzitzis strings by any chance?" asked Reb Meir in Yiddish.


"And if I would," said the man, "do you think I'm going to unload and rummage through my stuffed sack for just a few strings?!"


"I will pay you well," Reb Meir assured him. 


"How much?" barked the man, "A few rubles? Not worth my time! I need to get back in time before nightfall!"


"I will pay you anything you ask!" begged Reb Meir. "I will give you all the money I have!"
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Rabbi Shneur Zalman
(Art by Sholom Nemtzov


"Alright," said the man; "give me what you have and I will do it for you."


Reb Meir promptly gave him all the money he was carrying. The man quickly rummaged through his sack, found the tzitzis and gave it to him.


Soon after, Reb Meir visited the first Lubavitcher Rebbe. As he walked in, the Alter Rebbe stood up and handed him the exact money he had paid for new tzitzis strings. Apparently, that man who 'sold' them was Eliyahu HaNavi (Elijah the Prophet); who had appeared in order to test Reb Meir's commitment to the mitzvah.

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from an English emailing of //LlmaanYishmeu.com (#305) in 2015, based on the Hebrew Migdal Oz p. 177.

Biographical note: Rabbi Shneur Zalman [of blessed memory: 18 Elul 5505 - 24 Tevet 5573 (1745 - Dec. 1812 C.E.)], one of the main disciples of the Maggid of Mezritch, successor to the Baal Shem Tov. He is the founder of the Chabad-Chassidic movement and the author of Shulchan Aruch HaRav and Tanya as well as many other major works in both Jewish law and the mystical teachings. 

Connection: -- Weekly Reading of Shelach concludes (Num. 15:37-41) with the mitzvah of tzitzis.

Reprinted from last week’s email of KabbalaOnline.org, a project of Ascent of Safed. www.ascentofsafed.com  ascent@ascentofsafed.com

How to Decide about Purchasing a Home
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The Pnei Menachem, zt”l

A Jew once went to the previous Gerrer Rebbe (Rabbi Pinchas Menachem Alter, the Pnei Menachem), O"BM, to ask his advice about the purchase of a new home. The man began to describe the house to the Rebbe, detailing its layout, the size of its rooms, its amenities, and the good and bad qualities of the materials that it was constructed with. 

The Rebbe then said, "Tell me please, about the windows." "The windows?" "Yes, where do the windows face? What will the children see when they look out those windows? Will they see good sights, sights of holiness, sights that will enhance the education they are receiving? 

“Or, G-d Forbid, will they see negative sights that will drag them down? The street you are describing is in a location where less-than-reputable people frequently gather. If that's the sight one can see from the windows, I would not buy that house." 

Comment: This week’s portion teaches us that we must not to stray after our eyes (Bamidbar 15:39). We remind ourselves of this twice a day when we recite the Shema prayer, but that’s not enough. We also must put our utmost, constant effort in a world that isn’t so pure to put pure sights in front of us.

Reprinted from the Parshas Shelach 5778 email of Torah Sweets Weekly edited by Reb Mendel Berlin.
The Rebbe’s Request to the Jew Marrying a Gentile Woman
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Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz


A chassid of Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zt'l (1854-1926) had an only child, who wanted to marry a gentile woman. The parents brought their son to Rebbe Yissacher Dov, and expressed their anguish. 

The boy stated clearly to his parents and to the Rebbe that no matter what the Rebbe would tell him, he would still marry that girl. 

"I won't try to stop you,” the Rebbe said. “But I have a request: I want you to wear a tallis kattan under your clothing at the wedding. I also want your father to attend your wedding.” 

Wearing a tallis kattan was a tiny sacrifice, which he was willing to do. Especially since this would bring his father to his wedding. At the wedding there was a lot of drinking. The bridegroom became hot from the alcohol and took off his jacket and unbuttoned his shirt. His tzitzis were revealed. 

"He fooled us," the crowd jeered. "He’s still a Jew!" They began beating him up. The father quickly took his son out of the hall, away from danger. (If the father wouldn’t be present, the boy's life would be in jeopardy. That was the reason the Rebbe advised the father to be at the wedding.) This wondrous story is an example of how the mitzvah of tzitzis saved someone from sinning.

Reprinted from the Parshas Shelach 5778 email of Torah Wellspring: Collected Thoughts from Rabbi Elimelch Biderman as compiled by Rabbi Boruch Twersky.
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